Travellers in Sthrn. India (1500-80)

dren were apportioned according to the wife's
directions. Varthema, Federici, and Barbosa all
mention the system and the extraordinary law
of inheritance resulting from it; but they do not
grasp all the details of the system. Federici
looks upon it as a community of wives, which it
by no means was. It seems to have been only the
Nairs among whom this custom obtained. Apart
from their marriage conventions these Nairs
seem to have been an extraordinary sect. They
resemble nothing so much as a military aristo-
cracy. From other travellers we learn that
without a paid escort from them it was utterly
impossible to travel safely in the country, and
that the escort was sufficient, even though it
consisted only of one or two Nairs. It was not
so much the fighting ability of the escort that
provided the defence and secured the traveller's
safety as the fact that one of the military caste
had been propitiated. The exaction of the im-
post was the application to individuals of a
kind of insurance system, whereby a small pro-
portion of one's property was yielded to ensure
the safety of the rest, and in practice probably
entailed little real hardship. Among other
peculiarities of these Nairs Federici notices the
huge ear-holes which were the patent of their
nobility. In one which he measured it was possi-
ble to insert one's arm up to the shoulder,
" clothed as it was."

So much for the kingdom of Calicut. Vijayan-
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